
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 2019  

Events 

7th March Kindergarten 

Information Evening 

(School Readiness) – for 

Kindergarten families only 

22nd March National Ride 2 

School Day 

18-29th March Cultural 

Diversity Taste of Harmony 

Week 

4th April Beach and Surf 

Safety Program (Gold Coast 

City Council) 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Address: 

3 Turana St 
Paradise Point 

Ph# 55295033 

E-Mail: 
kindyland4@bigpond.com 

 
Find us on Facebook  - Gold 

Coast Kindyland Kids

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please 
remember to 

sign your 
child/children 

in and out 
each day! 

What a fantastic start to the year we have had here at Paradise Point 

Kindyland Kids! 

The children have all settled very well in to their new classes and have been 

busy building on their relationships with all the educators at the Centre as 

well as each other. 

We have been delighted to welcome a number of new families to our 

Kindyland family in recent weeks and we look forward to getting to know you 

all better as the term progresses. 

As we continue full steam ahead in to 2019 we are very excited to continue 

on our Montessori journey with you all and look forward to working in 

partnership with you and your families. 

With best wishes  

Lauren & Team 

 

 

Staffing News: 

Ms Chenoa is heading over to our Harbour Town centre to fulfil the Kindergarten 

teacher role whilst Ms Hayley remains on maternity leave.  We are delighted that 

Chenoa will continue to run our Paradise Point Playgroup every Monday morning 

(excluding Public holidays) 9.30-10.45am.  In Ms Chenoa’s absence we are hoping to 

appoint a new Group Leader for our Infant Community very soon and we will of 

course keep you posted about this. 

Our staff team for 2019: 

Kindergarten: Ms Kate (ECT), Ms Ayesha (Assistant) 

Pre-Kindy: Ms Di (Group Leader), Ms Tanya (Assistant) 

Infant Community: Ms Jess (Group Leader), Ms Monica (Assistant) 

Additional Team members: Ms Emily, Ms Sarah, Ms Nofia 

Congratulations to Ms Ayesha who is due to complete her Diploma this week!  We look 

forward to watching Ayesha continue to grow and develop with us as an educator here at the 

Centre.  Congratulations too to Ms Tanya who recently completed her Certificate 3 and is 

now embarking on her Diploma with us! 
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Did you know…? 
 

The following individuals are 

graduates of Montessori 

programmes who accredit 

their success to their 

education… 

 

Larry Page & Sergey Brind 

(founders of Google) 

Jeff Bezos – (founder of 

Amazon.com) 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 

(former First Lady) 

Sean ‘P. Diddy’ Combs 

(singer) 

Princes William & Harry 

Julia Child (author/chef) 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

(Nobel Prize for Literature 

winner) 

Jimmy Wales (Founder of 

Wikipedia) 

George Clooney (actor, UN 

messenger and humanitarian) 

Helen Hunt (actor) 

John & Joan Cusack (actors 

and screenwriters) 

Beyonce Knowles (singer) 

Anne Hathaway (actor, UN 

goodwill Ambassador) 

 

 

Montessori Developments 

As we strive to continually develop and embed Montessori here at the Centre you will 

notice a number of changes taking place throughout the year, all of which we will 

continue to keep you informed about. 

Children’s House: 

One of the very exciting changes you will have noticed occurring this year is the 

creation of our “Children’s House” class.  The “Children’s House” is the name given by 

Dr Maria Montessori to the environment/classroom for children three to six years of 

age.  At present whilst we are still relatively quiet as it is the beginning of the year, on 

Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays our Pre-Kindy and Kindergarten classes will combine 

together to form our own inclusive “Children’s House” class.  On these days the 

Kindergarten Program will continue to operate including the Pre-Kindy class.  This will 

provide a wonderful opportunity for the children to engage in mixed age learning 

which is advocated within Montessori education.  In addition this will provide the 

opportunity for those children who will be forming our Kindergarten class of 2020 to 

really get to know Ms Kate and the Kindergarten program well in preparation for the 

following year, this will be a great way to further support this transition. 

Infant Community: 

Another exciting development is the creation of our “Infant Community” class.  The 

“Infant Community” is the name Montessori gave to the class of children who have 

begun to walk and where their primary motor coordination, independence and 

language are cultivated i.e. our combined 0-3 year old class consisting of our Tweenies 

and Junior Kindy children.   

3 hour work cycle: 

A key feature of traditional and established Montessori classrooms is what is referred 

to as the ‘Work Cycle’.  Simply put this is an uninterrupted block of time, usually of 3 

hours in the morning.  This work cycle is important as it helps children to become more 

independent, to strengthen their ability to focus, to find joy with the Montessori 

materials and to feel deep satisfaction in their work.  As we seek to establish this work 

cycle within our classrooms at the centre we have started to very gradually push back 

the time at which we serve lunch so that we can establish a work cycle 9am-12pm. 

Over the last few weeks we have experimented with gently increasing the time at 

increments of 5mins so that we are now serving lunch at 11.30am rather than 11am.  

This has been working very well so far, however we are continuing to be mindful that 

some of our younger friends may still need lunch serving before 12pm.  We will 

continue to gradually stretch out this time, however, if necessary our Infant 

Community class will simply include the mealtime as part of their 3 hour work cycle.  

Further information regarding the Montessori 3 hour work cycle will be sent home in 

the coming weeks and please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions 

regarding this. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       Things to remember each day  
 

                   *Water bottle                     *Spare clothes  
                    *Hat                      *Nappies (if appropriate) 
                      *Bed sheets for children who require a sleep                                              

  
 

What is Practical Life? 
 

Practical Life activities in the 
Montessori classroom are the 

activities of everyday life. The child 
observes these activities in the 

environment and gains knowledge 
through the real experiences of 
how to accomplish life skills in a 
purposeful way.  These activities 
are cultural and specific to the 

child’s time and place. Practical Life 
activities help provide the child 

with a sense of belonging 
established through participation in 
daily life with us.  Through Practical 

Life the child learns about their 
culture.  Generally the activities in 
Practical Life revolve around four 

areas:  Care of the Self, Care of the 
Environment, Grace and Courtesy 

and Movement of Objects.  
Examples of Practical Life activities 

include: pouring, scrubbing, 
sewing, gardening, spooning, and 
tonging – exercises that provide 

the foundation for all other 
activities in the Montessori 

classroom and fulfil the child’s plea 
“Help me to do it myself”!  These 

exercises contribute to the control 
and coordination of movement and 

the self-esteem that comes with 
making a contribution to the group. 

Through these activities the child 
gains mastery of their 

environment.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Montessori at home 

Whilst we recognise that Montessori may be concept new to families, please don’t 

forget that we are always happy to discuss and share information with you regarding 

how you can implement Montessori at home to support your child(ren) with what we 

do here at the Centre.  We have a variety of resources that we would be happy to 

share with you regarding this so please do let us know if there is any information you 

would like.  Our Monday Playgroup held at the centre is a wonderful resource too 

where Ms Chenoa regularly provides information and demonstrations regarding how 

to Montessori at home, so do come along and bring family and friends with you if you 

are able to! 

Sun Safety  

We have recently established sun 

screen station in the entrance 

foyer for families to access on 

arrival at the Centre. We do ask for 

all children to have sun screen 

applied ideally before arriving at 

the Centre please to ensure sun 

safety.  In keeping with our sun 

safety policy families are reminded 

to please provide appropriate sun 

safety clothing for children: a wide 

brim hat, no singlets or strappy 

tops/dresses and enclosed shoes 

or sandals rather than thongs 

please.  Please see your Parent 

Handbook for more information.  A 

copy of our Sun Safety Policy is 

available.   

 

 

Toys 

A polite request that children do not 

bring in toys or items from home unless 

these are soft toys/comforters for use 

at rest time please!  We have been 

noticing recently that a number of items 

are coming in from home, some small 

such as items of jewellery which can be 

potential choking hazards.  It is also very 

easy for items to get misplaced 

throughout the day which we 

understand can cause distress when it is 

time to go home. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  
 

How to introduce Montessori at 
home 

 Create spaces and use objects 
that are easily accessible to 
children.  Montessori is child-
led learning and Maria 
Montessori stressed the need 
for freedom and 
independence, that children 
have “absorbent minds” and 
that with the careful 
preparation of the 
environment the child is able, 
through free natural 
manifestations” to have 
“spontaneous discoveries” that 
create a deep love of learning. 
To achieve this at home think 
about acquiring low shelves to 
store toys on so that children 
can access these 
independently.  Openly display 
these work materials, instead 
of in big bins/toy boxes, or out 
of reach.  Show your child that 
these materials are special and 
are to be carefully handled and 
cared for.  What you choose to 
put on the shelves will vary 
depending on the 
developmental level of your 
child, their interests, and how 
much space you have 
available.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Community Garden 

Our Community Garden continues to bare the fruit (and veg) of our labours!  The 

children and their educators have worked effortlessly to establish the garden by our 

front entrance which is now producing a variety of organic produce for families to 

take home including a variety of herbs. Please do help yourself to any of the 

produce available or see a member of staff for assistance.  We will update our 

blackboards regularly to inform families as to what we have available.  Each class at 

the Centre takes it turns to water and care for the garden each day on a rostered 

basis as we engage the children in aspects of sustainability and the Practical Life 

skills associated with gardening.   

 

Celebrations  

In accordance with our Parent Handbook all families are politely reminded that cakes 

brought in to the centre to celebrate birthdays and other celebrations are required 

to be store bought with ingredients clearly visible. As we have children with severe 

allergies at the service, food prepared at home, including birthday cakes cannot be 

shared with children at the service.  We also do not permit additional birthday 

products e.g. lollies, balloons, party favours etc.  

 

Calendar of Events  

All families should have received a copy of our Calendar of Events for 2019 – please 

do let us know if you have not.  In addition to those events on the Calendar of Events 

we will also be holding regular additional morning teas for families to attend 

throughout the year as we recognise that we are very fortunate at the centre to have 

an incredible community of extended family members and care providers supporting 

our children and their immediate family members who should be celebrated on a 

regular occasion!  These morning teas will be open for all family members to attend 

ad will provide a wonderful opportunity for families to witness Montessori in action 

in the classroom, to spend time with educators discussing Montessori and 

discovering tips and activities that can be implemented in the home environments, 

whilst also interacting with the children and their classes in the early learning 

environment.  More details about the morning teas will be made available soon and 

we look forward to welcoming you then! 

 


